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y son and daughter share many characteristics, but when it comes

to school they really show different aptitudes. My son adores

literature, history, and social sciences. He ceremoniously handed
over his calculator to me after taking his one and only college math course,
noting, “I won't ever be needing this again.” He has a fantastic memory for
all things theatrical, and he amazes his fellow cast members and directors
with how quickly he can learn lines and be “off book.” In contrast, my
daughter is really adept at noticing patterns and problem solving, and she
is enjoying an honors science course this year while hoping that at least
one day in the lab they will get to “blow something up.” She’s a talented
dancer and picks up new choreography seemingly without much effort.
These differences really don’t seem to be about ability; Tim can do statis-
tics competently, if forced, and did dance a little in some performances,
and Kimmie can read and analyze novels or learn about historical topics
and has acted competently in some school plays. What I'm talking about
here is more differences in their interests, their preferred way of learning,
maybe even their style of learning.



